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Open house at IIT-Madras  

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/education/open-house-at-

iitmadras/article6528210.ece 

Chennai, October 23:    

The Department of Engineering Design, Indian Institute of Technology — Madras, will showcase its research 

activities in a range of areas to industry on Saturday (October 25). According to a press release from the 

Department, the day-long open house event will bring out its work in the areas of automotive, biomedical, 

robotics, design and materials. The objective is to increase interaction between IIT and industry.  

TISS to spearhead MHRD's vocational training 

initiative 

The framework for the TISS School of Vocational Education (SVE) was conceptualised in 2011, to spread 

skill development to every nook and corner of the country 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/management/tiss-to-lead-govt-s-skill-training-initiative-

114102200991_1.html 

Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) has opened the School of Vocational Education to spearhead the vocational 
training programme envisaged in the initiative proposed by the ministry of human resource development (MHRD). TISS 
has been selected as the nodal point to implement the initiative. 
 
Professor Neela Dabir, deputy director, TISS, said 20 per cent of the institute's graduates from traditional education 
streams are employable and the rest need to acquire additional qualification to get a job. 
 
"Therefore, there is a definite need to offer meaningful job-oriented skill/vocational training courses in a variety of 
fields. The fields/sectors for vocational courses should be carefully chosen; the choice of courses has to be demand 
driven," said Dabir. 
 
The framework for the TISS School of Vocational Education (SVE) was conceptualised in 2011, to spread skill 
development to every nook and corner of the country. This entailed identifying partners, developing courses, curriculum 
and content, as well as the entire supporting mechanism. 
 
Dabir said TISS SVE has been set up to create an ecosystem that would bring back dignity of labour to blue collar jobs 
and create a sustainable source of income. This project has been initiated under the aegis of All India Council for 
Technical Education (AICTE) proposed by the MHRD. The approach adopted by TISS SVE is called the Work Integrated 
Training Programme (WITP). The aim is to enable students to learn skills by engaging in on-the-job training, along with 
classroom theoretical inputs. 
 
Through this 'earn while you learn' model, the trainee may also earn a stipend during the on-the-job course duration. 
The courses will be conducted pan India through Hub Partners (supporting effective delivery of classroom-based inputs) 
and Skill Knowledge Partners or SKPs (an industry partner that will provide on-the-job training). 
 
Dabir said while they do not guarantee placements, it is expected that most of the students will be absorbed by SKPs 
after completion of their courses. But they can also apply in similar set ups. The hub partner, however, would extend 
placement guidance and support to the trained students. 
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TISS-SVE will have Bachelor of Vocational Education (BVoc) programme, where every individual level/year is a 
standalone certification recognised and awarded by TISS as a deemed university. These target youth who are seeking 
non-formal education methods to enhance their employability and earning capabilities. 
 
The students will also have short-term skill enhancement courses, which would be less than six months duration. The 
objective is to upgrade the specialised skills that each sector demands to enhance earning capabilities. 
 
Apart from the BVoc programme and short-term courses, Dabir said TISS would also offer skill enhancement courses. 
The focus of these programmes is to provide opportunities to people who are already part of the industry to upgrade 
their skills in view of career succession and to keep up with the change in technology, process, etc. 
 
Dabir said the University Grants Commission (UGC) has also recognised the need to have a proper structure for BVoc 
courses, and, therefore, there is a combination of certain general education courses along with vocational theory and 
practical courses. All BVoc courses are designed in accordance with the UGC guidelines, and this makes it possible to 
consider the BVoc degree equivalent to any other bachelor's degree. 
 
The general education courses are common to all BVoc programmes, but choice of courses can be given in the 
vocational component, and based on the demand of the job market different electives can be offered to students. 
 
"We are hopeful that this approach to education will get recognition and acceptance in India in due course of time," said 
Dabir. 

Organise events on Vallabhai Patel's birthday: UGC 

to varsities 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/india/organise-events-on-vallabhai-patels-birthday-ugc-to-

varsities_1488604.html 

New Delhi: With Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's birth anniversary on October 31 being celebrated as 'Rashtriya Ekta 

Diwas', UGC today asked universities to organise events and take pledge to uphold unity and security of the 

nation. 

"We are all aware of Patel's contribution to India's unity, safety and security. As a mark of honour for his 

contribution, you are requested to organise events to spread the message of unity, safety and security," UGC 

chairman Ved Prakash said in a communication to Vice Chancellors. 

The institutions have also been asked to administer the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas pledge to all the students, staff 

and the members of the faculty and organise a 'Run for Unity' where others can also participate. 

The universities have been specifically asked to accord "top priority" to the pledge and the run. 

The varsities have been asked to also organise panel discussions on the contrubution of Sardar Patel, debates, 

publicise his works and screening of documentary films on his life.  
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New course for engineers in heritage conservation  

The State government has decided to conduct a six-week course on conservation and restoration of monuments 

for the present set of engineers, who lack the requisite skills. 

Need for such a course was felt as a large number of restoration and conservation projects had been undertaken 

by various government departments, especially the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 

(HR&CE) department, in the last three years.  

Based on the recommendations of the 13th Finance Commission, Rs. 90 crore has been set apart for the 

renovation of over 200 temples without tampering their heritage value.  

In the last three years, 183 temples were provided with Rs. 67.50 crore as part of the Finance Commission's 

grant.  

This year, the government has sanctioned Rs. 22.5 crore for 46 temples. Also, using the government's grant and 

funds, a number of temples had been covered under renovation and restoration.  

In all, restoration and renovation works are over in respect of 5,400 temples so far.  

A major work is on to the ramparts of the Ranganathar temple in Srirangam. The authorities have decided to 

take up one such work at the Arunchaleswarar temple in Tiruvannamalai.  

As for secular monuments, the prominent projects relate to restoration of the Kalas Mahal in Chepauk and the 

National Art Gallery building in Egmore here.  

To be run by the State Archaeology Department, the course, in two batches, will be compulsory to those 

engineers working with the HR&CE Department. Also, those who are in the Public Works and Highways 

Departments can participate in the course.   

The syllabus for the course has been framed with the help of the HR&CE, the Archaeological Survey of India, 

IIT, Madras University and the State Archaeology and Museums Departments.  

An official explains that the course covers all heritage monuments, both temples and secular. He adds that such 

a course is the first of its kind in the country.  

A week ago, the government issued an order giving approval for the course.  
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All India Survey on Higher Education 2014-15 

launched 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/india/all-india-survey-on-higher-education-2014-15-launched_1488491.html 

New Delhi: The Human Resource Development (HRD) ministry on Wednesday launched the All-India Survey 

on Higher Education (AISHE) 2014-15, an annual, web-based, pan-India exercise on the status of higher 

education in the country. 

The annual survey collects data on several parameters, including student enrollment, examination results, 

education finance and infrastructure. 

The data helps in making informed policy decisions and conducting research in education development. 

"So far, the ministry has released the final reports of the AISHE 2011-12 and provisional reports of the AISHE 

2012-13, which are in the public domain. While the survey exercise is in its fourth consecutive year now, the 

AISHE 2013-14, launched on June 17, 2014, is also underway," said an official statement. 

"With the launch of the AISHE 2014-15 in October, the time lag in dissemination of higher education statistics 

has been eliminated," added the statement. 
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